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134-00 - GENERAL PURPOSES

LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

The “Special Governors Island District” established in this Resolution is designed to promote and protect public health, safety
and general welfare. These goals include, among others, the following specific purposes:

(a)        to promote public use and enjoyment of the Island as a recreational destination that draws upon its location in New York
Harbor with singular views and natural beauty;

(b)        to encourage educational and cultural uses such as the arts, music and dance which bring the public to the Island to enjoy
cultural events in a unique setting of historic buildings and green spaces;

(c)        to promote public use of the Island for water-related recreational and educational activities that benefit from the unique
Island setting;

(d)        to preserve historic buildings in the historic district and encourage their renovation and redevelopment for appropriate
educational, cultural and commercial uses;

(e)        to facilitate commercial uses including, but not limited to, hotels, restaurants, retail, arts and crafts galleries and related
uses that are compatible with the educational, cultural and recreational uses of the Island and with the primary use of
the Island by the public as a recreational resource;

(f)        to provide additional opportunities for new development in defined areas of the southern part of the Island with
connections to and an appropriate relationship with publicly accessible open spaces and the Governors Island Historic
District;

(g)        to provide flexibility of architectural design within limits established to preserve views and activate buildings along
publicly accessible open spaces;

(h)        to create a network of publicly accessible open spaces that provides pedestrian connections and view corridors and
provides a community amenity that takes advantage of the unique geography of the Island; and

(i)        to promote the most desirable use of land and thus conserve the value of land and buildings, and thereby protect the
City’s tax revenues.

134-01 - General Provisions

LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply within the #Special Governors Island District#. Except as modified by the express
provisions of the #Special Governors Island District#, the regulations of the underlying zoning districts shall remain in effect. In
the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and the other regulations of this Resolution, the provisions of this
Chapter shall control. However, in #flood zones#, in the event of a conflict between the provisions of this Chapter and the
provisions of Article VI, Chapter 4 (Special Regulations Applying in Flood Hazard Areas), the provisions of Article VI, Chapter
4, shall control.

134-02 - District Plan and Maps



LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

The regulations of this Chapter are designed to implement the #Special Governors Island District# Plan.

The District Plan includes the following maps in the Appendix to this Chapter:

Map 1. Special Governors Island District, Subdistricts and Subareas

Map 2. Building Parcels, Primary Connection Locations and Esplanade

Map 3. Secondary Connection Locations

Map 4. Maximum Base Heights and Setbacks

The maps are hereby incorporated and made part of this Resolution. They are incorporated for the purpose of specifying
locations where special regulations and requirements set forth in the text of this Chapter apply.

134-03 - Subdistricts and Subareas

LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

The provisions of Article VI, Chapter 2 (Special Regulations Applying in the Waterfront Area) shall not apply, except as set
forth in Section 134-22 (Special Height and Setback Regulations).

In order to carry out the provisions of this Chapter, two subdistricts are established, as follows:

Northern Subdistrict

Southern Subdistrict

In each of these Subdistricts, certain special regulations apply which do not apply within the remainder of the #Special
Governors Island District#. Within the Southern Subdistrict, three subareas are established, as follows:

Eastern Subarea

Containing #building parcels# E-1 through E-4

Western Subarea

Containing #building parcel# W-1

Open Space Subarea

The location and boundaries of the subdistricts, subareas, and #building parcels# are shown on Maps 1 and 2 in the Appendix to
this Chapter.

134-04 - Definitions

LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

Definitions specifically applicable to this Chapter are set forth in this Section. The definition of other defined terms is set forth

https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-xiii/chapter-4#134-22


in Section 12-10 (Definitions).

 

Building parcel

A “building parcel” is a portion of the #zoning lot# located within the Eastern Subarea or Western Subarea that is bounded on
each side by #primary connections#, subarea boundaries or #Yankee Pier Plaza#. For the purposes of applying the regulations of
this Resolution, other than #floor area ratio#, the boundary of any #building parcel# shall be considered a #street line# and a wall
or portion of a wall of a #building# facing such #street line# shall be considered a #street wall#.

 

Esplanade

The “esplanade” is that portion of the Open Space Subarea along the #shoreline# identified on Map 2 in the Appendix to this
Chapter, that includes the public way existing as of May 27, 2021.

 

Primary connection

A “primary connection” is a public way within one of the primary connection locations shown on Map 2 in the Appendix to
this Chapter, that complies with the requirements of Section 134-41 (Primary Connections).

 

Secondary connection

A “secondary connection” is a public way within one of the secondary connection locations shown on Map 3 in the Appendix
to this Chapter, that complies with the requirements of Section 134-42 (Secondary Connections).

 

Yankee Pier Plaza

The “Yankee Pier Plaza” is the portion of the Eastern Subarea designated to contain a publicly accessible open space, as shown
on Map 2, that complies with the requirements of Section 134-43 (Yankee Pier Plaza).

134-05 - Applicability of Article VI, Chapter 2

LAST AMENDED
6/6/2024

The provisions of Article VI, Chapter 2 (Special Regulations Applying in the Waterfront Area) shall not apply within the
#Special Governors Island District#, except that WD #uses#, as listed in Section 62-211 shall be permitted #uses# on #piers# in
the Open Space Subarea pursuant to Section 134-112.

134-06 - Applicability of Article VII, Chapter 6

LAST AMENDED
5/27/2021

The provisions of Section 76-145 (Boundary Line Coinciding With Parks, Cemeteries or Navigable Waters) shall be modified

https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-i/chapter-2#12-10
https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-xiii/chapter-4#134-41
https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-xiii/chapter-4#134-42
https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-xiii/chapter-4#134-43
https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-vi/chapter-2#62-211
https://zoningresolution.planning.nyc.gov/article-vii/chapter-6#76-145


The provisions of Section 76-145 (Boundary Line Coinciding With Parks, Cemeteries or Navigable Waters) shall be modified
such that where the zoning district boundaries shown on the applicable zoning map coincide with the #shoreline#, such zoning
district boundaries shall be deemed to extend beyond the #shoreline# to also include any piers contained within the #Special
Governors Island District#.
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